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Breeding the new Japanese Apricot Cultivar ‘Hinatamaru’

Ayumi OkAamMOTO, Kazuyuki HIRAI, Miki KAMIYA, Yusuke YANAGIDA, Kaori WATANABE and Yoko NAKANO

Summary

A new Japanese apricot cultivar, ‘Hinatamaru’, was selected from the cross of ‘I3’ (‘Orihime’x‘Nankou’) and

‘Tamaorihime’, which crossing was conducted in 2006. ‘Hinatamaru’ has self-compatibility, has cross compatibility with

‘Shirakaga’ which is a major cultivar in Gunma Prefecture, and shares the blooming season with ‘Shirakaga’ as well. The

fruit size is medium, being about 23g. Its stone is light relative to its total weight, and the tip of stone is not sharp. It can be

harvested as unripe plums, for juice, in early June, and it becomes fully mature in mid-late June, about 2 weeks earlier than

‘Nankou’, for pickled plums. Physiological fruit drop, and disorders, such as gumming, and pitting, is reduced with this

cultivar.
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